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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR L114 

1 . The request filed on 2/1 1/04 for a Request For Continued Examination (RCE) Pursuant to 
37 CFR 1 . 1 14.based on the Application Serial No. 09/378,322. 

Applicant's arguments filed 2/1 1/04 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The Examiner still keep the same previous rejection to the RCE follows: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 3-5 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of Hosotsubo (US Patent No. 6,009,485) and Tabata (US Patent No. 6,198,542 Bl). 

As to claim 1, Hosotsubo teaches: an image data distribution system wherein the image 
data will be sent out to the respective members of the destination group specified by the 
destination information (col. 1, lines 41-44) via a network (21 in fig. 2, col. 6, lines 21-26), the 
system comprising: 

Input manipulation means (24 in fig. 10), provided in the digital multifunction apparatus 
(i.e., an input device such as host computer 22 in fig. 2), which can request the controller (i.e., 
the CPU 34 in fig. 2) to send back all the destination groups, and specify a specific group fi-om 
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among all the destination groups sent back from the controller and the memory (col. 5, lines 5- 
13), and send to the controller and the memory (col. 5, lines 5-13) at least the specified group 
together with a group registration request to register the digital multifunction apparatus with the 
specified group after specifying the group (it is noted that a user inputs for registering from SI 1 
to S15 in fig. 4, col. 5, lines 40-42 and 66 to col. 6, line 2; and the specified group or groups 
stored in 25 in fig. 2 and S 16 in fig. 4, col. 6, line 55 to col. 7, line 12), 

(It is noted that: 1) since the digital multifunction apparatus has a function for requesting 
the information from the server or output device via the network, the digital multifunction 
apparatus would be considered as a digital computer such as the host corrqputer because the host 
computer has the same function as the digital multifunction apparatus; 

2) with respect to col. 5, hues 25-31, ID and user name is registered with each of printers 
1 connected to the host computer on the predetermined network 21. Thus, the user would be 
considered as the computer registered with each of printers. And, the predetermined network 21 
is determined for connected with all the destination groups including group of 
section/department or floor names "col. 5, lines 58-65". The registered computer would be 
registered with a group of printers or a group of the host computers in highlight installed on the 
designated floor "col. 6, lines 63-65" and figure 9 shows the computers (or the user names) are 
specified on the group of floor 5F. Therefore, the e-mail or voice mail can be distributed from 
one registered host computer to the specified group of computers in the network "col. 6, lines 51- 
54" and the print information can be distributed from the registered computer to the specified 
group of printers "col. 7, lines 5-1 1"), 
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the controller (i.e., the CPU 34) sends to the user all the destination groups according to 
the request sent from the user and registers the digital multifunction apparatus (i.e., the computer 
in which the user inputs the command for registering) with the specified destination group (it is 
noted that a group registration means such as RAM 31 for registering specific users as a specific 
group; and the controller (i.e., the CPU 34) for controlling to provide and register the destination 
id to the specified group from all the destination groups based on the user command "coL 5, hnes 
24-31"). 

However, Hosotsubo does not exphcitly teach the plurality of digital muhifunction 
apparatus (or the ftinctionalities of the host computer) communicate with the image server via the 
network, 

Tabata teaches the server (1 in fig. 1) provides an information group list (fig. 5) to an 
input device such as the host computer (3 in fig. 3) (col. 6, lines 31-44 and col 7, lines 46-50) (it 
is noted that the server 1 would be the output device which connects the plurality of the input 
devices such as the host computers "3, 4 in fig. 1", the plurality of digital multifunction 
apparatus (i.e., copying machine 6 and/or multifimctional machine 7 in fig. 1. Thus, if any of 
devices such as the digital multifunction apparatus "6 or 7 in fig, T'connected to the server and 
has the function like a host computers 3, 4 for requesting the information from the server, then 
the server would inherently distribute the requested information to that device). 

It would have been obvious to modify the communication system of Hosotsubo for 
providing an information group list from a server to the host computer as taught by Tabata. The 
suggestion for modifying the system of Hosotsubo can be reasoned by one of ordinary skill in the 
art as set forth by Tabata because the modified system of Hosotsubo would increase the 
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efficiency by having a server to store and provide any information of the output devices to a host 
and allows a user easily to keep track information in a group of the output devices and select a 
designed output devices in the group. Such resultant systems allow the computer to perform any 
other functions in high speed because the computer does not have to store and process the 
register with other apparatuses. 

As to claim 3, Hosotsubo and Tabata teach every feature in claim 1 , and Hosotsubo 
teaches that the digital multifunction apparatus (as discussed in claim 1, the digital multifunction 
apparatus would be considered as the input device such as the host computer 22 in fig. 2) is 
provided with image input means (i.e., a display unit 24 in fig. 2) for reading a document and 
sends image data fi^omthe image input means to the image server (i.e., col. 3, Hne 66 to col. 4, 
lines 1, and 29-33: the display unit 24 for reading the image data and outputting for printing; col. 
3, lines 56-62: the computer connected to each other through a predetermined network including 
a server which is combined with the teaching of Tabata and discussed in claim 1). 

As to claim 4, Hosotsubo and Tabata teach every feature in claim 1 , and Hosotsubo 
teaches that the digital multifunction apparatus (as discussed in claim 1, the digital multifunction 
apparatus would be considered as the input device such as the host computer 22 in fig. 2) is 
provided with storage means (i.e., 3 1 in fig. 2) for storing image data and sends image data fi*om 
the storage means to the image server (col. 4, Unes 29-33: image data is stored in RAM for 
printing at the output device; col. 3, hnes 56-62: the computer connected to each other through a 
predetermined network including a server which is combined with the teaching of Tabata and 
discussed in claim 1). 
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As to claim 5, Hosotsubo and Tabata teach every feature in claim 1, and Tabata teaches 
that the digital multifunction apparatus (digital multifunction apparatus "7 in fig, 3" would be 
considered as the input device such as the host computer) is provided with facsimile transmit- 
receive means (17 in fig. 3) and sends image data from the facsimile transmit-receive means to 
the image server (1 in fig. 1, it is noted that the multifunction machine 7 would be well known in 
the art to have a facsimile function, thus, it has a facsimile transmitting means for sending the 
image data to any of the connected output device such as the image server 1 in fig. 1). 

As to claim 12, the combination of Tabata and Hosotsubo teaches that the method is 
performed by the apparatus claim 1 as indicated above. 

Response to Arguments and Amendment 

Applicant's arguments filed 2/1 1/04 with respect to claims 1, 3-5, have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. This action is made non-final. 

Applicant argued that "Hosotsubo relates to apparatus and method of forming a new 
group while the present invention relates to apparatus and method of assigning a new terminal to 
one of plural groups registered in the server by using the new terminal. Assigning a new terminal 
to one of plural groups registered in the server by using the new terminal clearly distinguishes 
the claimed invention from anything disclosed in the applied prior art references". In reply, 
Hosotsubo clearly teaches the registering for the new information of the host computer to the 
specified destination group. Col. 5, lines 25-31, ID and user name is registered with each of 
printers 1 connected to the host computer on the predetermined network 21. Thus, the user would 
be considered as the computer registered with each of printers. And, the predetermined network 
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2 1 is determined for connected with all the destination groups including group of 
section/department or floor names "col. 5, lines 58-65". The registered computer would be 
registered with a group of printers or a group of the host computers in highlight installed on the 
designated floor "col. 6, hnes 63-65" and figure 9 shows the computers (or the user names) are 
specified on the group of floor 5F. Therefore, the e-mail or voice mail can be distributed fi-om 
one registered host computer to the specified group of computers in the network "coL 6, lines 51- 
54" and the print information can be distributed from the registered computer to the specified 
group of printers "col. 7, lines 5-11". 

col. 5, lines 57-65: the user's post "i.e., the specified group" such as assistant section 
manager, section manager, department manager, office manager, or head office manager to 
which a user belongs may be registered. 

Therefore, the host computer (or the user), which be considered as the multifiinction 
destination, is registered with the specified group of the computers for receiving the email (col. 
6, lines 51-54). 

a group registration means such as RAM 3 1 for registering specific users as a specific 
group; and the controller (i.e., the CPU 34) for controlling to provide and register the destination 
id to the specified group from all the destination groups based on the user command (col. 5, lines 
24-31). 

A server includes a controller, and the server controller can have the same function as the 
controller 34 at the computer for providing the entire destination groups and registering the 
information of from the requested user. 
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Furthermore, Tabata teaches a server provides an information group list to the host 
computer after requesting of the user (Fig. 5, col 6, hues 31-44 and col 7, lines 46-50). 



For the above reasons, it is believed that the cited prior art fully discloses the claimed 
invention and the rejection stand. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Douglas Q. Tran whose telephone number is (703) 305-4857 or 
E-mail address is Douglas.tran@uspto.gov. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 
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Apr. 17, 2004 




